






















Addendum:  The following material was not part of the original 
publication. 
 

 
 
This is a color picture of the Sewlight balloon seen on page 2.  The 
balloon is inflating in front of our balloon barn outside our rural 
Oregon home.   
 
There are advantages to inflating on one’s back yard.  For example, we 
can fly on a moment’s notice.  Mari and I can inflate and chase the 
Sewlight balloon without any additional crew.  It’s nice having drive-
through balloon storage. 
 
With power so close I’m developing a five horsepower electrically 
powered inflator fan. 
 
There are also disadvantages.  I have six acres to maintain using a farm 
tractor.  The drive is long for our crew.  Occasionally, we choose to 
sleep in and are awakened by the sound of a balloon trailer pulling up 
outside.  


