






















Addendum:  The following material was not part of the original 
publication. 
 

 
 
This is an interior view of the Sewhappy balloon seen on page 2.  This Aerostar S-
55 copy had 24 gores with 48 vertical half gores.  The top was a para-vent.  One 
third of the top operated like a parachute for venting.  The other two-thirds was a 
traditional hook-and-pile rip top.  This top has poor venting power, with excellent 
ripout capabilities with low operating loads. 
 
The envelope contained more than a thousand panels.  It was constructed from mill 
end pieces.  Unfortunately, the violet fabric failed after about 250 hours of flight 
time.  As the balloon contained 96 distinct violet panels the decision was made to 
retire the envelope rather than replace all the panels.   
 
The failure was surprising.  It occurred during a 40-hour period of flying.  At the 
beginning of the season the violet passed pull tests.  Forty flight hours later it 
separated with minimal effort.   
 
BBJ readers are reminded that untested fabric may be subject to rapid deterioration.  
Be on the lookout for the sudden appearance of small tears.  If there is any question 
as to the fabric integrity attempt to continue the tear with light hand force.  If less 
than three pounds of force is required to extend an existing tear, the fabric integrity 
is suspect. 



 
 

 
 
 
This is a view of the builders’ table seen on page 3 of this issue.  This 
is the same view, from a slightly different angle, after the fabric 
pattern had been removed. The countersunk drywall screws are evident 
in the tabletop seams. 
 
Seen here is fluorescent cantaloupe dyed parachute fabric used to 
construct the Sewlight balloon described in issue 12.  A photo of that 
balloon is seen on page 2 of issue 12.  A picture of Sewlight inflating 
in our back yard can be seen on page 12 of issue 12.  
 
 
 
 


